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MUSIC THEATRE COMPOSITION

ABSTRACT COMPOSITIONAL WORD SETTING
- unaccompanied vocals

Objectives:

® To relate rhythm to spoken word

® To assess which voices suit which sounds

@ To identify a beginning, a middle and an end and how to musically match them
@ Tofind the musical element of the lyrics

In groups of between 4 and 6 ask each group to suggest the following:
® aplace at home/in the bath/on the beach/under a table, etc
@ anaction jumping/flying/ crying/ breathing, etc

® an emotion foy/hate/love/envy/rage. etc

Place all the suggestions in one hat, the actions in anather and the emotions in a third. Fach group
then chooses a selector to pick a piece of paper from each hat.

The group then have the bare bones of a sentence, e.g. In the bath/flying/rage. Working together,

they should put the words together to create a phrase or sentence, e.g. We were flying through
the bath with rage.

The group then needs to assess the words caretully, speaking them out loud and working to
elongate the vowel sounds as much as possible. Experimentation with repetition and fragmentation
of words will help to explore their musical efements of natural pitch and rhythm.

At this point the group should be encouraged to adopt a basic click or body stap to offer a steady

pulse for their composition. To this Rap structure pitch can be added and experimented with to
create a short piece.

The group must make decisions regarding the beginning, middle and conciusion of their piece.
Complered musical sentences can then be performed.

Learning outcomes:

® Create within given constraints

® Understand rhythm as an integral part of their world
® Value their creative processes and these of others

® Develop analytical skills #

@ Develop group work techniques
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